Revelation Lesson 8 – Thyatira – Handout

tol·er·ate to allow the existence, presence, practice, or act
of without prohibition or hindrance; permit.
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Revelation 2:18–29 (NASB95)
18

“And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: The
Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet
are like burnished bronze, says this:
19

‘I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service
and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater
than at first.
20

‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches
and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit
acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.
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1 Kings 16:30–34 (NASB95)
30

Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD
more than all who were before him.
31

It came about, as though it had been a trivial thing for
him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that
he married Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the
Sidonians, and went to serve Baal and worshiped him.
32

So he erected an altar for Baal in the house of Baal which
he built in Samaria.
33

Ahab also made the Asherah. Thus Ahab did more to
provoke the LORD God of Israel than all the kings of Israel
who were before him.

1 Kings 21:25 (NASB95)
25

Surely there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do
evil in the sight of the LORD, because Jezebel his wife
incited him.
Eatons bible dictionary:
JEZEBEL — chaste, the daughter of Ethbaal, the king of the
Zidonians, and the wife of Ahab, the king of Israel (1 Kings
16:31). This was the “first time that a king of Israel had
allied himself by marriage with a heathen princess; and
the alliance was in this case of a peculiarly disastrous kind.
Jezebel has stamped her name on history as the
representative of all that is designing, crafty, malicious,
revengeful, and cruel. She is the first great instigator of
persecution against the saints of God. Guided by no
principle, restrained by no fear of either God or man,
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passionate in her attachment to her heathen worship, she
spared no pains to maintain idolatry around her in all its
splendour. Four hundred and fifty prophets ministered
under her care to Baal, besides four hundred prophets of
the groves [R.V., ‘prophets of the Asherah’], which ate at
her table (1 Kings 18:19). The idolatry, too, was of the
most debased and sensual kind.” Her conduct was in many
respects very disastrous to the kingdom both of Israel and
Judah (21:1–29).
Rev 2:20 ‘But I have this against you, that you tolerate the
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she
teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they
commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to
idols.
21

‘I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to
repent of her immorality.
22

‘Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those
who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless
they repent of her deeds.
23

‘And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the
churches will know that I am He who searches the minds
and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to
your deeds.
Acts 5:1–11 (NASB95)
1

But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a
piece of property,
2

and kept back some of the price for himself, with his
wife’s full knowledge, and bringing a portion of it, he laid it
at the apostles’ feet.
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3

But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart
to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price
of the land?
4

“While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own?
And after it was sold, was it not under your control? Why
is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart? You
have not lied to men but to God.”
5

And as he heard these words, Ananias fell down and
breathed his last; and great fear came over all who heard
of it.
6

The young men got up and covered him up, and after
carrying him out, they buried him.
7

Now there elapsed an interval of about three hours, and
his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.
8

And Peter responded to her, “Tell me whether you sold
the land for such and such a price?” And she said, “Yes,
that was the price.”
9

Then Peter said to her, “Why is it that you have agreed
together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test? Behold,
the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the
door, and they will carry you out as well.”
10

And immediately she fell at his feet and breathed her
last, and the young men came in and found her dead, and
they carried her out and buried her beside her husband.
11

And great fear came over the whole church, and over all
who heard of these things

7

Ephesians 4:17–24 (AMP)
17

So this I say and solemnly testify in [the name of] the
Lord [as in His presence], that you must no longer live as
the heathen (the Gentiles) do in their perverseness [in the
folly, vanity, and emptiness of their souls and the futility]
of their minds.
18

Their moral understanding is darkened and their
reasoning is beclouded. [They are] alienated (estranged,
self-banished) from the life of God [with no share in it; this
is] because of the ignorance (the want of knowledge and
perception, the willful blindness) that is deep-seated in
them, due to their hardness of heart [to the
insensitiveness of their moral nature].
19

In their spiritual apathy they have become callous and
past feeling and reckless and have abandoned themselves
[a prey] to unbridled sensuality, eager and greedy to
indulge in every form of impurity [that their depraved
desires may suggest and demand].
20

But you did not so learn Christ!

21

Assuming that you have really heard Him and been
taught by Him, as [all] Truth is in Jesus [embodied and
personified in Him],
22

Strip yourselves of your former nature [put off and
discard your old unrenewed self] which characterized your
previous manner of life and becomes corrupt through lusts
and desires that spring from delusion;
23

And be constantly renewed in the spirit of your mind
[having a fresh mental and spiritual attitude],
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24

And put on the new nature (the regenerate self) created
in God’s image, [Godlike] in true righteousness and
holiness.
24

‘But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do
not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep
things of Satan, as they call them—I place no other burden
on you.
John MacArthur in his commentary on Revelation says
this:
To the true believers who had not experienced the alleged
deeper knowledge claimed by these heretics, Christ said, I
place no other burden on you. Bearing the burden of
seeing blatant false teaching and immoral living rampant
in their church, and having to resist the incessant
solicitation and ridicule from the Jezebel party, was
burden enough for them to bear. But lest they become
overconfident, Christ exhorts them, what you have, hold
fast until I come. The use of the strong word krateo (hold
fast) indicates that it would not be easy. The coming of
Christ as it related to the Thyatira church was His coming
to them in judgment. But in a wider sense, all believers
are to “cling to what is good” until Christ returns.
Rev. 2:25

‘Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come.

26

‘He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until
the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS;
27

AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF

THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES,

as I also have received

authority from My Father;
28

and I will give him the morning star.
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29

‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches.’
Revelation 22:16 (AMP)
16

I, Jesus, have sent My messenger (angel) to you to
witness and to give you assurance of these things for the
churches (assemblies). I am the Root (the Source) and the
Offspring of David, the radiant and brilliant Morning Star.
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