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Equation Lesson 3 – In a Box 

Genesis 37:5-11 Then Joseph had a dream, and when he 

told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. He said 

to them, “Please listen to this dream which I have had; for 

behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my 

sheaf rose up and also stood erect; and behold, your 

sheaves gathered around and bowed down to my sheaf.” 

Then his brothers said to him, “Are you actually going to 

reign over us? Or are you really going to rule over us?” So 

they hated him even more for his dreams and for his 

words. Now he had still another dream, and related it to 

his brothers, and said, “Lo, I have had still another dream; 

and behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars were 

bowing down to me.” He related it to his father and to his 

brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, 

“What is this dream that you have had? Shall I and your 

mother and your brothers actually come to bow ourselves 

down before you to the ground?” His brothers were 

jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind. 

 

Philippians 2:3-8 

“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with 

humility of mind regard one another as more important 

than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own 

personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 

Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 

regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 

emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and 

being made in the likeness of men. Being found in 
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appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 

 

Genesis 37:12-17 Then his brothers went to pasture their 

father’s flock in Shechem. Israel said to Joseph, “Are not 

your brothers pasturing the flock in Shechem? Come, and I 

will send you to them.” And he said to him, “I will go.” 

Then he said to him, “Go now and see about the welfare of 

your brothers and the welfare of the flock, and bring word 

back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron, and 

he came to Shechem. A man found him, and behold, he 

was wandering in the field; and the man asked him, “What 

are you looking for?” He said, “I am looking for my 

brothers; please tell me where they are pasturing the 

flock.” Then the man said, “They have moved from here; 

for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ” So Joseph 

went after his brothers and found them at Dothan.  

 

Genesis 37:18-22 When they saw him from a distance and 

before he came close to them, they plotted against him to 

put him to death. They said to one another, “Here comes 

this dreamer! “Now then, come and let us kill him and 

throw him into one of the pits; and we will say, ‘A wild 

beast devoured him.’ Then let us see what will become of 

his dreams!” But Reuben heard this and rescued him out of 

their hands and said, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben 

further said to them, “Shed no blood. Throw him into this 

pit that is in the wilderness, but do not lay hands on him”—

that he might rescue him out of their hands, to restore him 

to his father. 
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Genesis 37:23 So it came about, when Joseph reached his 

brothers, that they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the 

varicolored tunic that was on him; and they took him and 

threw him into the pit. Now the pit was empty, without any 

water in it. Then they sat down to eat a meal. And as they 

raised their eyes and looked, behold, a caravan of 

Ishmaelites was coming from Gilead, with their camels 

bearing aromatic gum and balm and myrrh, on their way to 

bring them down to Egypt. Judah said to his brothers, 

“What profit is it for us to kill our brother and cover up his 

blood? “Come and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites and 

not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own 

flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. Then some 

Midianite traders passed by, so they pulled him up and 

lifted Joseph out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites 

for twenty shekels of silver. Thus they brought Joseph into 

Egypt. 

 

Psalm 32:5 (AMP)  

5I acknowledged my sin to You, and my iniquity I did not 

hide. I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord 

[continually unfolding the past till all is told]—then You 

[instantly] forgave me the guilt and iniquity of my sin. 

Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]!  

 

Philippians 4:8 (AMP)  

8For the rest, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is 

worthy of reverence and is honorable and seemly, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely and 



 

 4 

lovable, whatever is kind and winsome and gracious, if 

there is any virtue and excellence, if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think on and weigh and take account of 

these things [fix your minds on them].  

 

MAX LUCADO: Two types of voices command your 

attention today. Negative ones fill your mind with doubt, 

bitterness, and fear. Positive ones purvey hope and 

strength. Which one will you choose to heed? 

 

 Genesis 37:29-33 Now Reuben returned to the pit, and 

behold, Joseph was not in the pit; so he tore his garments. 

He returned to his brothers and said, “The boy is not there; 

as for me, where am I to go?” So they took Joseph’s tunic, 

and slaughtered a male goat and dipped the tunic in the 

blood; and they sent the varicolored tunic and brought it to 

their father and said, “We found this; please examine it to 

see whether it is your son’s tunic or not.” Then he 

examined it and said, “It is my son’s tunic. A wild beast 

has devoured him; Joseph has surely been torn to pieces!”  

 

Genesis 37:34 So Jacob tore his clothes, and put sackcloth 

on his loins and mourned for his son many days. Then all 

his sons and all his daughters arose to comfort him, but he 

refused to be comforted. And he said, “Surely I will go 

down to Sheol in mourning for my son.” So his father wept 

for him. 
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If you lack knowledge, go to school. If you lack wisdom, 

get on your knees! Knowledge is not wisdom. Wisdom is 

the proper use of knowledge. 

-- Vance Havner 

_______________________________________________ 

 

37:36 Meanwhile, the Midianites sold him in Egypt to 

Potiphar, Pharaoh’s officer, the captain of the bodyguard. 

 

Max Lucado – “You’ll Get Through this” Yet he never gave 

up.  Bitterness never staked its claim.  Anger never 

metastasized into hatred.  His heart never hardened; his 

resolve never vanished.  He not only survived; he thrived. 

 

James 1:2–4  

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter 

various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith 

produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect 

result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 

nothing.  

 

God never promises to remove us from our struggles. He 

does promise, however, to change the way we look at 

them.  Max Lucado 

 


