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Matthew 7:13–14 (NASB95)  

13 “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and 

the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are 

many who enter through it. 14 “For the gate is small and 

the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who 

find it.  

Matthew 7:21–23 (NASB95)  

21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 

the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My 

Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 “Many will say to Me 

on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 

name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your 

name perform many miracles?’ 23 “And then I will declare 

to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO 

PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’  

Matthew 25:1–13 (NASB95)  

1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten 

virgins, who took their lamps and went out to meet the 

bridegroom. 2 “Five of them were foolish, and five were 

prudent. 3 “For when the foolish took their lamps, they 

took no oil with them, 4 but the prudent took oil in flasks 

along with their lamps. 5 “Now while the bridegroom was 

delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep. 6 “But at 

midnight there was a shout, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! 

Come out to meet him.’ 7 “Then all those virgins rose and 

trimmed their lamps. 8 “The foolish said to the prudent, 

‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 

“But the prudent answered, ‘No, there will not be enough 

for us and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy some 

for yourselves.’ 10 “And while they were going away to 
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make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who 

were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the 

door was shut. 11 “Later the other virgins also came, 

saying, ‘Lord, lord, open up for us.’ 12 “But he answered, 

‘Truly I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 “Be on the alert 

then, for you do not know the day nor the hour. 

 

J.D Greear – Stop Asking Jesus in Your Heart - says “The 

Enemy – one of whose names in Scripture is “the 

Deceiver” – loves to keep truly saved believers unsure of 

their salvation because he knows that if he does they’ll 

never experience the freedom, joy and confidence that God 

wants them to have.  

But he also loves to keep those on their way to hell 

deluded into thinking they are on their way to heaven – 

their consciences immunized from Jesus’ pleas to repent. 

Matthew 13:18–23 (AMP)  

18 Listen then to the [meaning of the] parable of the 

sower: 19 While anyone is hearing the Word of the kingdom 

and does not grasp and comprehend it, the evil one comes 

and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is 

what was sown along the roadside.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocletianic_Persecution&ei=6MtGVcnUFM3EogT78YCQDw&bvm=bv.92291466,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNG8MHkLnmIrcazrMoE1Lde4Q4QAig&ust=1430789405758851
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20 As for what was sown on thin (rocky) soil, this is he who 

hears the Word and at once welcomes and accepts it with 

joy; 21 Yet it has no real root in him, but is temporary 

(inconstant, lasts but a little while); and when affliction or 

trouble or persecution comes on account of the Word, at 

once he is caused to stumble [he is repelled and begins to 

distrust and desert Him Whom he ought to trust and obey] 

and he falls away. 

 

22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is he who 

hears the Word, but the cares of the world and the 
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pleasure and delight and glamour and deceitfulness of 

riches choke and suffocate the Word, and it yields no fruit. 

 

23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is he who hears 

the Word and grasps and comprehends it; he indeed bears 

fruit and yields in one case a hundred times as much as 

was sown, in another sixty times as much, and in another 

thirty.  

 

Ryans’s transformation was from a casual observer of faith 

to a fully engaged, unfettered participant in faith.  Trusting 

that God had a plan for him was Ryan’s only safety net. 

Ryan’s transformation meant that he was no longer 

counting on self confidence and his own abilities to get 

him through life.  He joined together with God and placed 

his faith and confidence in Him. 
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Matthew 12:33 (NASB95)  

33 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make 

the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its 

fruit.  

In other words – you are known as a Christian by what is 

being produced in your life. 

John 15:1–8 (NASB95)  

1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 

“Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes 

away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so 

that it may bear more fruit.  

4 “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 

fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can 

you unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the 

branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears 

much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing8 “My 

Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so 

prove to be My disciples.  

Greg Laurie said: Essentially, fruit is 
becoming like Jesus. 

 Spiritual fruit will show itself in our lives as a 
change in our character and outlook.  

As we spend time with Jesus and get to know 
Him better,  

His thoughts will become our thoughts.  

His purpose will become our purpose.  
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We will become like Jesus. 

Romans 1:13 I want you to know, dear brothers and 
sisters, that I planned many times to visit you, but I was 
prevented until now. I want to work among you and see 
spiritual fruit, just as I have seen among other Gentiles. 

 

Romans 15:26–28 (NASB95)  

26 For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a 

contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem.. 
28 Therefore, when I have finished this, and have put my 

seal on this fruit of theirs, I will go on by way of you to 

Spain. 

Hebrews 13:15 (AMP)  

15 Through Him, therefore, let us constantly and at all 

times offer up to God a sacrifice of praise, which is the 

fruit of lips that thankfully acknowledge and confess and 

glorify His name.  

Galatians 5:22–23 (AMP)  

22 But the fruit of the [Holy] Spirit [the work which His 

presence within accomplishes] is love, joy (gladness), 

peace, patience (an even temper, forbearance), kindness, 

goodness (benevolence), faithfulness, 23 Gentleness 

(meekness, humility), self-control (self-restraint, 

continence  

John 3:30 (AMP)  

30 He must increase, but I must decrease. [He must grow 

more prominent; I must grow less so.]  

 



 

 8 

 


