Puzzled by the Bible Lesson 2 Handout

The Statement Of Athanasius
Athanasius wrote in A.D. 367 that the present twenty-seven books of the New
Testament were the only authoritative writings that God had given in the New
Testament era. These writings, combined with the Old Testament, made up God's Word
to humanity.
Jerome
A.D. 380 (approx) Jerome testified to the twenty-seven books of the New Testament as
the only divinely authoritative Scripture. When Jerome published the twenty-seven
books in his Latin Vulgate edition it basically settled the issue of the New Testament
canon in the western part of the Roman Empire.
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The Testimony Of St. Augustine
A.D. 400 (approx) Saint Augustine also recognized only the present twenty-seven books
of the New Testament as sacred Scripture.
The Council Of Hippo
The Council of Hippo (A.D. 393) recognized the twenty-seven books of the New
Testament as Holy Scripture.
The Council Of Carthage
Council of Carthage (A.D. 397) affirmed that only those canonical books were to be
read in the churches.
DON STEWART The Bible Explorer.
APOCRYPHA
1 Esdras
2 Esdras
Tobit
Judith
Wisdom of Solomon
Ecclesiasticus
Baruch
Epistle of Jeremiah
Prayer of Manasseh
1 Maccabees
2 Maccabees

Malachi 4:5-6 “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the
prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of
the LORD. He will restore the hearts of the fathers to their
children and the hearts of the children to their fathers, so
that I will not come and smite the land with a curse"
Luke 1:11-17 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him,
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When
Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with
fear. But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid,
Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth
will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. He will
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be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because
of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He
is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will
be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. He will
bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their
God. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their
children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the
righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
Hebrews 9:27 And just as each person is destined to die
once and after that comes judgment,
John 1:12 - But as many as received Him, to them He gave
the right to become children of God, even to those who
believe in His name,
“It is better to give alms than to lay up gold: alms doth
deliver from death, and it shall purge away all sin” (Tobit
12:9).
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
1 Peter 3.18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was
put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.
2 Maccabees 12:46 It is therefore a holy and wholesome
thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed from
sins.
Catholic apologists Kreeft and Tacelli - Purgatory exists,

the place for those who are not good enough for
heaven and not bad enough for hell—that is, for
those whose ‘fundamental option’ in the heart of
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their souls was to believe God and love God and
thus be destined for heaven but whose souls are
burdened and grimed with sinful habits, desires
and inclinations.[2]
Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given to mankind by which we
must be saved."
Gal 1:6

I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him
who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different
gospel; 7 which is really not another; only there are some
who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of
Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should
preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached
to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I
say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel
[f]
contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed!

Tyndale's Bible (1525 A.D.) places them by themselves as
"uninspired."
The Authorized, King James Version (1611), like the Great
Bible, (1539 A.D.), the Geneva Bible (1560 A.D.) and the
Bishop's Bible (1568 A.D.) before it, places them in an
appendix.
Apocrypha began to be omitted from the Authorized
Version in 1629, and by 1827 were excluded permanently.
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Statements on the Apocrypha from Reformation Days
http://www.bible-researcher.com/canon2.html
Luther Bible (1534). Title to Apocrypha section: "APOCRYPHA, Das sind
Bücher, so der heiligen Schrift nicht gleich gehalten, und doch nützlich und
gut zu lesen sind" ("APOCRYPHA, that is, Books which are not to be
esteemed like the Holy Scriptures, and yet which are useful and good to
read.")
Coverdale Bible (1535). Title to Apocrypha: "APOCRYPHA: The books and
treatises which among the Fathers of old are not reckoned to be of like
authority with the other books of the Bible, neither are they found in the
Canon of Hebrew."
Geneva Bible (1560). Preface: "The books that follow in order after the
Prophets unto the New Testament, are called Apocrypha, that is, books
which were not received by a common consent to be read and expounded
publicly in the Church, neither yet served to prove any point of Christian
religion save in so much as they had the consent of the other scriptures
called canonical to confirm the same, or rather whereon they were
grounded: but as books proceeding from godly men they were received to
be read for the advancement and furtherance of the knowledge of history
and for the instruction of godly manners: which books declare that at all
times God had an especial care of His Church, and left them not utterly
destitute of teachers and means to confirm them in the hope of the
promised Messiah, and also witness that those calamities that God sent to
his Church were according to his providence, who had both so threatened
by his prophets, and so brought it to pass, for the destruction of their
enemies and for the trial of his children."
Decree of the Council of Trent (1546). "The holy ecumenical and general
Council of Trent . . . following the example of the orthodox Fathers,
receives and venerates all the books of the Old and New Testament . . .
and also the traditions pertaining to faith and conduct . . . with an equal
sense of devotion and reverence . . . If, however, any one receive not, as
sacred and canonical, the said books entire with all their parts, as they
have by custom been read in the Catholic Church, and as they are
contained in the old Latin Vulgate, and knowingly and deliberately rejects
the aforesaid traditions, let him be accursed."
Articles of Religion of the Church of England (1563). Sixth Article: "In the
name of Holy Scripture we do understand those canonical books of the Old
and New Testament, of whose authority was never any doubt in the
Church. . . And the other books (as Jerome saith) the Church doth read for
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example of life and instruction of manners: but yet doth it not apply them
to establish any doctrine."
Westminster Confession (1647). Chapter 1 § 3: "The books commonly
called Apocrypha, not being of divine inspiration, are no part of the Canon
of Scripture; and therefore are of no authority in the Church of God, nor to
be any otherwise approved, or made use of, than other human writings."

John 13:14

If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I
gave you an example that you also should do as I did to
you.
Matthew 22:36-40
36

“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”
And He said to him, “‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD
WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR
38
MIND.’
This is the great and foremost commandment.
39
The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS
40
YOURSELF.’
On these two commandments depend the
whole Law and the Prophets.”
37

Matthew 28:19

Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all
that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even
to the end of the age.”
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Don’t you realize that those who do
wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool
yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who
worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes,
or practice homosexuality, or are thieves, or greedy
people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—
none of these will inherit the Kingdom of God. 11Some of
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you were once like that. But you were cleansed; you were
made holy; you were made right with God by calling on the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

The Apostles' Creed
circa 300 A.D.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of Heaven and Earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into Heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

7

GOTQUESTIONS.ORG
The Roman Catholic Church sees Peter as the first
pope upon whom God had chosen to build His
church (Matthew 16:18).
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Matthew 16:18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades
will not overcome it.

It holds that he had authority (primacy) over the
other apostles. The Roman Catholic Church
maintains that sometime after the recorded events
of the book of Acts, the Apostle Peter became the
first bishop of Rome, and that the Roman bishop
was accepted by the early church as the central
authority among all of the churches. It teaches that
God passed Peter’s apostolic authority to those
who later filled his seat as bishop of Rome. This
teaching that God passed on Peter’s apostolic
authority to the subsequent bishops is referred to
as “apostolic succession.”
The Roman Catholic Church also holds that Peter
and the subsequent popes were and are infallible
when addressing issues “ex cathedra,” from their
position and authority as pope. It teaches that this
infallibility gives the pope the ability to guide the
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church without error. The Roman Catholic Church
claims that it can trace an unbroken line of popes
back to St. Peter, citing this as evidence that it is
the true church, since, according to their
interpretation of Matthew 16:18, Christ built His
church upon Peter.

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/history/1500
-1600-Renaissance-Reformation/protestantreformation/a/an-introduction-to-the-protestantreformation

The sale of indulgences was a practice where the
church acknowledged a donation or other
charitable work with a piece of paper (an
indulgence),
9

that certified that your soul would enter heaven
more quickly by reducing your time in purgatory.
If you committed no serious sins that guaranteed
your place in hell, and you died before repenting
and atoning for all of your sins, then your soul
went to Purgatory - a kind of way-station where
you finished atoning for your sins before being
allowed to enter heaven.
Pope Leo X had granted indulgences to raise
money for the rebuilding of St. Peter's Basilica in
Rome.
These indulgences were being sold by Johann
Tetzel not far from Wittenberg, where Luther was
Professor of Theology. Luther was gravely
concerned about the way in which getting into
heaven was connected with a financial transaction.
But the sale of indulgences was not Luther's only
disagreement with the institution of the Church.
GREATSITE.com
Having God's Word available to the public in the language
of the common man, English, would have meant disaster to
the church. No longer would they control access to the
scriptures. If people were able to read the Bible in their
own tongue, the church's income and power would
crumble. They could not possibly continue to get away
with selling indulgences (the forgiveness of sins) or selling

10

the release of loved ones from a church-manufactured
"Purgatory". People would begin to challenge the church's
authority if the church were exposed as frauds and
thieves. The contradictions between what God's Word said,
and what the priests taught, would open the public's eyes
and the truth would set them free from the grip of fear
that the institutional church held. Salvation through faith,
not works or donations, would be understood. The need for
priests would vanish through the priesthood of all
believers. The veneration of church-canonized Saints and
Mary would be called into question. The availability of the
scriptures in English was the biggest threat imaginable to
the church. Neither side would give up without a fight.
Today, there are only two known copies left of Tyndale’s
1525-26 First Edition. Any copies printed prior to 1570 are
extremely valuable. Tyndale's flight was an inspiration to
freedom-loving Englishmen who drew courage from the 11
years that he was hunted. Books and Bibles flowed into
England in bales of cotton and sacks of flour. Ironically,
Tyndale’s biggest customer was the King’s men, who
would buy up every copy available to burn them… and
Tyndale used their money to print even more! In the end,
Tyndale was caught: betrayed by an Englishman that he
had befriended. Tyndale was incarcerated for 500 days
before he was strangled and burned at the stake in 1536.
Tyndale’s last words were, "Oh Lord, open the King of
England’s eyes". This prayer would be answered just three
years later in 1539, when King Henry VIII finally allowed,
and even funded, the printing of an English Bible known as
the “Great Bible”.
4000 BC

Creation

2500 BC

Noah and Flood

1525 BC

Moses is Born

1,000 BC

David becomes King
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966 BC

Solomon’s’ Temple built

587 BC

Solomon’s Temple Destroyed

400 years of silence
5 BC

Birth of Jesus

30 AD

Jesus’ Death and Resurrection

30 AD

Church begins

70 AD Herod’s Temple Destroyed – Romans Siege
Jerusalem
100 AD
367 AD

All Apostles have died
Bible is complete

400 – 1000 AD - Dark ages/Middle Ages – nobody has a
bible except the church leaders and it is only in Latin
1384 AD

Bible Translated into English

1455 AD

Printing Press invented

1522 AD

Martin Luther translates Bible in German

1530 AD William Tyndale translates Bible from original
Greek and Hebrew for common man
1536 AD

William Tyndale burned at the stake

1560 AD John Knox and Miles Coverdale produced
Geneva Bible –
1611 AD

King James Version

1620 AD Geneva Bible or “Puritan Bible” brought to
America on the Mayflower
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1971 AD

The Living Bible – 40 million copies sold

1973-1978 AD

2015 AD

New International Version 450 mil

2.5 – 6 BILLION Bibles Printed

Isaiah 40:8 (AMP)
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.

13

